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Biking

Myakka offers cyclers an
opportunity to explore a diverse
Florida natural system. Seven
miles of paved road wind through
shady hammocks, along grassy
marshes and the Upper Lake shore.

The North Drive often has less traffic than the Main Drive.
The hiking trails and nature trail are limited to foot traffic.

Bicycles are permitted on backcountry dirt roads north of
S.R.72 and also on the backcountry dirt roads south of
S.R. 72, anywhere except the Wilderness Preserve, which
is the shaded area. Some roads are hardpacked and
grassed-over, others may be sandy, muddy, or dug up by
feral pigs. Roads are often flooded in summer.

The Myakka Island Trail allows cyclers to travel between the
park and the Carlton Reserve (Sarasota County park along
the south border of Myakka River State Park).The trail begins
at the north gate of MRSP. Though the north gate is only open
weekends and state holidays, there is a walk-thru for hikers
and bicyclists.Trail signs direct cyclers down the paved North
Drive onto Fox’s High Road, down All Weather Road, along
S.R.72,across the highway, through Myakka Prairie, and through
the Carlton Reserve.The trail is 22 miles long. It is wise to
call ahead and get information about trail conditions as trails
may be tilled for firebreaks and are usually flooded in summer
months.

Rental bikes, including tandems, are available from the
concession. Helmets are provided for those 16 years and
younger to comply with Florida law.

Primitive Camping by Bicycle

Three backcountry campgrounds are accessible by bike -
Mossy Hammock, Bee Island and Oak Grove. Camping permits
are required. Camp only in your designated campground.
Please walk your bike if it is necessary to use a hiking trail to
access a campground.The fee is $5 per person per night.
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Hiking trails are limited to foot traffic only. _
You must register at Ranger Station to camp overnight, : |
early enough to reach camp before dark (see below). _ _
|
_

1 ;
: North gate open 8-5 North gate \ r&mw:& .,Q Trail Head /

| weekends & State holidays
:

‘e Myakka Island Trail Ay Historical Site

—-—-- Park Boundary A, ’ . Restrooms
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Pets must be kept on a six-foot, hand-held leash and well-
behaved at all times.They are not permitted at the primitive
campsites. Due to the presence of alligators in all waters
of the park, pet owners are urged to use caution. Service
animals are welcome in all areas and buildings of

_ Primitive Campsites
the park, as required by law. _
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inch deep hole 6-8” wide away from trail and water; . “\p mEBo\ . at the ranger station) Gat
deposit waste and replace soil to cover material. G _Z g = ~ - ® Hiking Trail (no bicycles or horses) = ae .
."1 i I _.0 / XE=  Access point K
Distances from trailhead to campgrounds: | 3 _
Mossy Hammock 2.2 miles 2 hrs. | ,/m.w _ The Myakka Wild and Scenic Trails map is now available at the Ranger Station. The large color
Bee Island 5.4 miles 3 hrs. : i N\ _ areial photo depicts the park, the Carleton Reserve and other public lands within the Myakka
Panther Point 8.6 miles 5 hrs. 8_ 3 " _ River watershed.
Honore 8.7 miles 5 hrs. Alligator 1_ 5 .
Oak Grove 9.5 miles 7 hrs. Point \ Istand L1 12 .
Prairie 4.1 miles 9 hrs. L\ - . " " = distances on roads
. o— ——L2_ _ _ ¢ _ distances on trails
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\ Low water crossing.
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re— m\m.m area or mm%_,: _ E &%",‘..‘.. o — not reliable. Water is not available at
" 4 . pourcary. OWeVEr, bicycles g PN £ _ Mossy, Bee Island, Honore or Panther Point
«/ are permitted on Fenceline £ S e 3 | Camps. It may be available from pitcher-pump
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: m Cut, Prairie/Wilderness Divide memﬁm - .,MW k= i wells at Oak Grove & Prairie Camps when water
g and southefn boundary. continued % & : table is high. It must be treated, boiled or filtered
= in Carlton| : = _ before use. water jugs are for priming pumps.
N .m%mo:km ....... T A N S N 2 N __| Please refill for next camper.
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