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PARK GUIDELINES
• Hours are 8 a.m. until sundown, 365 days a year.
• An entrance fee is required.
• All plants, animals and park property are protected.

Collection, destruction or disturbance is prohibited.
• Pets are allowed on the paved surfaces, nature trails 

and in campsites. They are not permitted on the 
beaches or in any facility. Pets must be kept on a 
hand-held leash no longer than six feet and be well-
behaved at all times.

• Fishing, boating, swimming and fires are allowed in 
designated areas only. A Florida fishing license may 
be required.

• Fireworks and hunting are prohibited in all Florida 
State Parks.

• Alcoholic beverage consumption is allowed in 
designated areas only.

MORE INFORMATION
• To become a volunteer, inquire at the ranger station.
• For camping information, contact Florida State Parks 

at 800-326-3521 or visit FloridaStateParks.org.
• Florida State Parks are committed to providing equal 

access for all visitors to facilities and programs. 
Should you need assistance to enable your 
participation, please contact the ranger station at 
386-775-3663.

HISTORY AND NATURE
Blue Spring is a fi rst-magnitude spring that 
discharges over 102 million gallons of water daily 
into the St. Johns River. When early American 
botanist John Bartram paddled into Blue Spring in 
1774, he appreciated the “admirable fountain” but 
objected to the water’s “most disagreeable taste.”

Gold Rush prospector turned orange grower Louis 
Thursby purchased Blue Spring in 1856 and built 
his house atop a large Indian midden. Before the 
railroad rolled through in the 1880s, Thursby’s 
Blue Spring Landing was a hotbed of steamboat 
activity, transporting tourists and goods to 
Jacksonville and beyond. Mrs. Thursby was Orange 
City’s fi rst postmistress.

Years later in 1971, “The Forgotten Mermaids” 
episode of the Underwater World of Jacques 
Cousteau was fi lmed here. The documentary 
brought attention to the importance of Blue Spring 
as a winter refuge for manatees, greatly infl uencing 
the state’s decision to purchase the land.

Blue Spring is a designated manatee refuge and 
provides habitat for at least 15 threatened or 
endangered plants and animals. More than 150 
bird species have been identifi ed at the park. 
Look for wading birds, eagles and kingfi shers. 
Swimming turtles and the fl ashing scales of gar 
and sunfi sh can be seen in the clear spring run. 
Listen for frog calls, gaze at a basking alligator or 
glimpse elusive migratory birds.






